
Afi Ese - Bio 

Afi Ese is an African American contemporary realism and figurative conceptual 
artist living in Houston, Texas with roots in Togo and Mali.  The artworks of Afi 
Ese represent and venerate the rich history of the West African diaspora with an 
emphasis on generational trauma and triumph in Black America.  As a child of the 
diaspora, her paintings are conceptualized narratives of the African plight through 
the eyes of a self-aware Black American.  She combines and re-imagines 
historical events and attributes specific to the Black American experience.  In 
doing so, she gets to shine a spotlight on the beauty and resilience of her 
community by using the gifts and talents given by her ancestors. She recognizes 
the importance of positive black images in daily life and uses her work to help 
direct the Black narrative and experience in an honest and transparent fashion. 
Afi wants each piece to leave the viewer feeling culturally empowered, especially 
the youth. She tries to embed bold fresh images in the minds of viewers and 
hopes to replace some of the mis-education and misleading imagery that plagues 
her community. 
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